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ommander Earns Top NASA Award

Brian Reilly | DCMA West, Mark Pickart | DCMA NASA Product Operations

Air Force Col. Ray Harris, Defense
Contract Management Agency NASA
Product Operations commander,
recently was honored at the NASA Safety
and Mission Assurance Directors Meeting at
NASA’s Ames Research Center in California.

Harris received a framed U.S. flag that
was flown aboard the Atlantis on STS-129
and a NASA certificate of appreciation for
his leadership and support of NASA and the
space shuttle and Constellation programs
while serving as NPO commander.

Bryan O’Connor, NASA Safety and
Mission Assurance director, presented
the award, which includes a picture of the
Constellation Program’s Ares I-X test flight
with a shuttle on the launch pad. The

award is rarely presented to individuals
outside NASA.

O’Connor, a former astronaut, hosted the
event with Safety and Mission Assurance
directors from each of the NASA space
flight centers attending.

DCMA participation in this forum
included discussions on future agency
support to NASA based on changes related
to the fiscal year 2011 budget. With the
completion of Space Station assembly and
the phase-out of the space shuttle, NASA
awarded contracts for commercial cargo
resupply to the Space Station.

DCMA representatives discussed
mission assurance experiences related to
the commercial acquisition of the Evolved

Expendable Launch Vehicle program for the
Atlas V and Delta IV launch vehicles. Before
the most recent contract, the Emerged
Expendable Launch Vehicle (Atlas and Delta
boosters) contracts contained “insight” and
“noninterference” requirements that limited
government technical oversight. DCMA

is focusing on new directives designed to
strengthen mission assurance.

The wide-ranging discussion included
dialog on the implementation of quality
assurance in a more rigid environment,
the role of insurance brokers to mitigate
financial risks in the commercial space
arena and the resultant conservatism in
introducing new, unproven technologies in
commercial satellites.

Air Force Col. Ray Harris, Defense Contract Management Agency NASA Product Operations commander, left, is presented with a framed U.S. flag that was
flown aboard the Atlantis on STS-129 and a NASA certificate of appreciation by Bryan O’Connor, NASA Safety and Mission Assurance director, at the NASA
Safety and Mission Assurance Directors Meeting at NASA’'s Ames Research Center in California.
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