
Ernst Testifies at
Congressional Hearing 

 
 By Tom Gelli, Staff Writer

T
estifying before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee on April 19, Defense 
Contract Management Agency Acting 
Director Keith Ernst outlined the 
agency’s roles and responsibilities in 
ensuring contractor performance under 

the Logistics Civil Augmentation Program — 
LOGCAP — under which civilian contractors 
provide support services to in-theater  

military units. 

“DCMA’s oversight of contractor-
provided services for our nation’s 
deployed forces in Iraq is a 
responsibility of unprecedented 
magnitude and one with a 
commensurate level of challenge,” 
Ernst told the 25-member panel 
chaired by Sen. Carl Levin, D-
Mich. “The in-theater contract-
oversight mission is clearly a 
formidable one marked by great 
concern about personnel safety, 
workload shifts and effective 
personnel placement — all 
underscoring our need to be agile 
and adaptable.”

In opening the hearing, Sen. 
Levin alluded to government 

reports that LOGCAP contractor KBR received 
favorable treatment, padded costs and withheld 
information. Chairman Levin cited a variety 
of Defense Contract Audit Agency and Army 

Audit Agency reports 
critical of the contractor’s 
cost performance.

Joining Ernst at the 
witness table were 
William Reed, Defense 
Contract Audit Agency 
director; Patrick 
Fitzgerald, Auditor 
General of the Army; 
Claude Bolton, Assistant 
Secretary of the Army 
for Acquisition, Logistics 
and Technology; and 
Maj. Gen. Jerome 
Johnson, commanding 
general, U.S. Army 
Sustainment Command. 
A sixth witness, Sen. 
Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., 
addressed the committee 
as a stand-alone witness. 
The third-term senator ridiculed the LOGCAP 
contract, offering anecdotal evidence of 
extravagance, overbilling and threats of reprisal 
for employee whistleblowing. 

In the course of the three-hour hearing, Ernst 
responded to questions from Sen. Hillary 
Clinton, D-N.Y., and Sen. Claire McCaskill, 
D-Mo. Other committee members posing 
questions at the Capitol Hill hearing included 
the ranking panel member, Sen. John Warner, 
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R-Va.; Jack Reed, D-R.I.; James Inhofe, R-Okla.; 
Sen. James Webb, D-Va.; and Daniel Akaka, 
D-Hawaii, who chairs the Subcommittee on 
Readiness and Management Support, which 
has oversight responsibility  
for DCMA. 

Ernst pointed out that DCMA’s in-theater 
support of the LOGCAP contract is somewhat 
outside the agency’s traditional mission 
requirements and necessitates tough decisions 
regarding resource allocations. “DCMA 
constantly works to effectively balance resource 
requirements between its core mission and its 
Contingency Contract Administration Services 
commitments,” he stated. “We must ensure that 
core mission areas such as flight-critical and 
level one subsafe hardware, along with high-
investment programs and sustainment support, 
continue to achieve their intended goals.” 
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(Top)  The closing gavel having sounded, Keith Ernst, DCMA acting director, steps away from the witness table 
where he was front-and-center testifying before a recent Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the 
Logistics Civil Augmentation Program. (Photo by Tom Gelli, DCMA Congressional Affairs)
(Above)  The U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.
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