
This article contains one photo of a second short takeoff/vertical landing 

version of the Lightning II  that was delivered at the Fort Worth Assembly 

plant on Aug. 16. (Lockheed Martin Corporation photo)

Fourth                   o f f  the 
Assembly  l ine  in  For t  Worth

By Dick Cole
Chief, Public Affairs

W
ith	one	F-35	Lightning 
II aircraft in structural 
testing, two in flight test, 
six in final assembly and 
another 14 in various 
stages of production, 

Lockheed Martin Corporation 
finished assembly of the fourth 
F-35	aircraft	Saturday,	Aug.	16	—	a	
short	takeoff/vertical	landing	F-35B.	

“Being part of the transformation 
of	Lockheed	Martin’s	Fort	Worth	
assembly line has been absolutely 
amazing,”	said	Air	Force	Col.	
Dennis Hunt, commander of 
DCMA	Lockheed	Martin	Fort	
Worth, Texas. “This state-of-the-
art assembly line will be producing 
this fifth-generation fighter at a 
rate of one aircraft per day in the 
near future.” 
 
“In just a few days we will have all 
three Lightning II variants in final 
assembly when we take delivery 
of	the	first	F-35C	carrier	variant	
center fuselage,” said Dan Crowley, 
Lockheed Martin executive vice 

president	and	F-35	program	
general manager. 

The new aircraft moved 
immediately to the flight line, 
where it is undergoing an extensive 
battery of ground tests before its 
first flight in early 2009. The first 
F-35B	made	its	inaugural	flight	
on June 11 and has completed 
nine	missions.	The	first	F-35A,	a	
conventional takeoff and landing 

variant, has flown 45 times. 
The U.S. Marine Corps plans to 
operate	approximately	340	F-35Bs.	
The United Kingdom’s Royal Air 
Force	and	Royal	Navy	and	the	
Italian	Air	Force	and	Navy	also	will	
operate	the	STOVL	variant,	which	
will	be	the	world’s	first	STOVL	
aircraft to combine stealth with 
supersonic speed. 

The	F-35	is	a	supersonic,	multirole,	
fifth-generation stealth fighter. 
Three	F-35	variants	derived	from	
a common design, developed 
together and using the same 
sustainment infrastructure 
worldwide, will replace at least 13 
types of aircraft for 11 nations. 
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DCmA Aircraf t  propuls ion  operat ions  – 
Hami l ton  Sundstrand employee receives 
S i lver  Snoopy Award
By Jim Doherty 
DCMA Aircraft Propulsion Operations, Hamilton Sundstrand

n
orman	Fioroni,	a	Defense	
Contract Management 
Agency Aircraft Propulsion 
Operations quality 
assurance representative 
at Hamilton Sundstrand 

in Windsor Locks, Conn., was 
recognized with NASA’s prestigious 
Silver Snoopy award. 

Astronaut and Connecticut native 
Rick Mastracchio, a veteran of two 
space shuttle missions, personally 
presented the award during a 
June	3	all	hands	meeting.	Fioroni	
received the award for his “above 
and beyond” dedication and 
contributions, ensuring quality and 
safety requirements were met in the 
development and implementation of 
NASA’s human space flight programs. 

The	last	10	of	Fioroni’s	more	than	
37 years of federal service have 
been with NASA. He has been a 
key member of the DCMA team 
supporting NASA and the Hamilton 
Sundstrand extravehicular mobility 
unit, or space suit, program, which is 
critical to safe space walk operations. 
Fiorini	and	his	team	work	closely	
with Johnson Space Center, and 
their efforts have been crucial to the 
operational success of the program. 

When it became necessary to 
implement systemic improvements 

involving hardware control, 
Fioroni	was	first	to	respond.	For	
example, there were no provisions 
for the shipment of hardware 
in less than complete condition, 
which inevitably would result in 
the delivery delay of flight critical 
components	to	JSC.	Fioroni	
immediately and instinctively took 
action to prevent these delays. 
As a result, documentation and 
control procedures were established, 
ensuring accurate status and 
configuration accountability. 

Fioroni’s	initiative	provided	for	the	
shipment of less than a full ship set 
of hardware paying huge dividends 
to the extravehicular mobility unit 
program by reducing shipment 
times with absolutely no loss of 
quality oversight or degradation of 
safety. This was a daunting task for 
Fioroni,	yet	he	succeeded	beyond	
all expectations. 
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First row, from left: John Panora, Capt. John Westerbeke, Norm Fioroni, Rick 
Mastracchio and Joe Kulina; back row, from left: Pete Leahy, Steve Davis, Lorna Dwyer, 
Carl Kulbaski, Dave Gauthier and John Ulshoeffer

The second short takeoff/vertical landing version of the Lightning II was delivered at the 
Fort Worth Assembly plant on Aug. 16. (Lockheed Martin Corporation photo)

This state-of-the-art assembly line will be producing this fifth-

generation fighter at a rate of one aircraft per day in the near future.   

— Col. Dennis Hunt

There is one photo in this article. John Panora, Capt. John Westerbeke, Norm 

Fioroni, Rick  

Fourth Lightening II off the Assembly Line in Fort Worth
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