
There are four photos in this article.  The first features Dick Cole, 

DCMA Public Affairs, at Rock ‘n’ Roll Fantasy Camp in Columbus, 

Ohio. The second shows members of Cole’s Rock ‘n’ Roll Fantasy 

Camp band taking a bow following their performance.  In the third 

Cole’s band greets members of British group “Def Leppard.”  The 

fourth shows Dick Cole again at the  Rock ‘n’ Roll Fantasy Camp.  

Photos are by Jaye Cole and Dick Cole.

Funk	Railroad;	Sandy	Gennaro,	
drummer for Cyndi Lauper; Kelly 
Keagy, drummer for Night Ranger; 
and Gunnar Nelson, one of Rick 
Nelson’s twin sons and member of 
the band Nelson. 

Finally,	after	hours	of	practice	
in the heat and humidity of our 
rehearsal tent, it was time for the 
day’s special treat. We all got an 
opportunity to meet and greet 
the members of Journey and Def 
Leppard, who were performing 
that evening in concert at the 
amphitheater. We met our heroes, 
got our pictures taken with 
them, shook their hands and got 
their	autographs.	Following	the	
meetings with the two bands, we 
quickly changed clothes and got 
ready for the battle of the bands. 

Each band took the stage outside 
the amphitheater in random order 
based on drawing a number from a 
hat. Ours was the fourth band to 
perform before the judges. Local 
radio station personalities, a 
newspaper entertainment reporter 
and	a	VH1	executive	served	as	
members of the judging panel. 
More and more people arrived for 
the evening’s concert and stopped 
to	watch	and	listen	to	the	RRFC	
bands perform. 

By the time our band took the 
stage, there was a substantial crowd. 
I frequently am a spokesman to 
media as part of my duties as a 
public affairs specialist, but playing 
in front of that crowd of people 
was far more unnerving! Once we 
completed our turn on stage, the 
members of the band listened to 
the remaining bands perform and 
then made our way to our seats 
for the evening’s Journey and Def 
Leppard performance. 

Following	Journey’s	set,	as	the	
stage was undergoing 
reconfiguration 
for Def Leppard’s 
performance,	RRFC	
founder	David	Fishof	
and two local radio 
personalities took the 
amphitheater stage to 
announce the 

winners of the battle of the bands. 
No, it was not our band, but we 
all had a fantastic time during our 
camp experience. 

Attending the camp motivated 
me	to	join	a	local	band	—	Point	
Blank	—	that	plays	in	clubs	and	
lounges and performs for private 
parties, corporate events and 
weddings.	Two	of	my	RRFC	band	
mates, lead singer Kellie Stroud 
and lead guitarist D.J. Mathis, 
both joined a Sacramento, Calif., 
band, Highway 20. 

Therefore,	attending	RRFC	was	
my motivation to return to 
performing in a band and made 
music one of my other lives. I am 
still a pilot, photographer, book 
author and college professor 
besides performing my “day 
job” with the Defense Contract 
Management Agency, but, as they 
say, that’s another story. 

Dick Cole, DCMA Public 

Affairs, at Rock ‘n’ Roll 

Fantasy Camp in Columbus, 

Ohio. (Photo courtesy of Dick 

Cole, DCMA Public Affairs)

Cole’s band greets members of British group “Def Leppard.” From 
left: John Rose, Cole, D.J. Mathis, Ro Sweat, Def Leppard guitarist 
Phil Collen, Def Leppard guitarist Vivian Campbell, Mike Nelson, 
Kelly Stroud and Parke Fisler.
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There are two photos featured in this article.  The first shows 

Jason Edem and his wife, Alia Edem, and son, Alexander 

Edem, with Izzabelle, the baby alpaca. The second photo is of 

Alpacas at Caesar Creek Alpaca Ranch, owned by Jason Edem, 

acquisition process improvement specialist for DCMA 

Ohio River Valley Business Support Team, 

and his parents. The photos are courtesy of 

Jason Edem and Vicki Edem.

New Addition to a Growing Family
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J
ason Edem, an acquisition 
process improvement 
specialist, DCMA Ohio River 
Valley	Business	Support	
Team, enjoys assisting his 
parents in running their 

Caesar Creek Alpaca Ranch. 

Edem became involved with 
alpacas when his parents bought 
their first one nearly four years 
ago. The ranch’s herd has since 
grown to seven alpacas with plans 
to increase the herd to 20. Recently, 
the family welcomed the second 
cria	—	a	baby	alpaca	—	which	was	
born at the Caesar Creek Alpaca 
Ranch June 13. 

Alpacas originate from South 
America and are the smaller 
cousin of the llama. Alpacas 
are raised and known for the 

quality of their fiber, or wool, 
which is lightweight, soft, durable, 
silky and luxurious. While alpaca 
wool is similar to sheep’s wool, it 
is warmer, not prickly and has no 
lanolin, making it hypoallergenic. 
The alpacas are sheared once a 
year, and a typical adult alpaca will 
produce 5 to 10 pounds of wool 
each year. 

There are more than 100,000 
alpacas in the United States on 
11,000 registered farms and ranches. 
Ohio is home to 19,000 alpacas, 
which come in many different 
natural shades and colors. 

 ew  ddi t ion   o                          
 rowing  ami ly
By Mark W. Delp, 
DCMA Ohio River Valley

f e a t U r e s
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Alpacas at Caesar Creek 
Alpaca Ranch, owned by 
Jason Edem, acquisition 
process improvement 
specialist for DCMA Ohio 
River Valley Business 
Support Team, and his 
parents. (Photo courtesy 
of Jason Edem, DCMA 
Ohio River Valley)

Jason Edem and his wife, Alia Edem, 
and son, Alexander Edem, with 
Izzabelle, the baby alpaca. (Photo by 
Vicki Edem)
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