
There are two photos in this article. 

The first shows Patrick Cassidy, DCMA 

Aircraft Propulsion Office Pratt & Whitney 

and DCMA Hartford, is currently serving on 

a contingency contracting administrative 

services deployment to Iraq, where he’s 

teaching basic Jujitsu classes. The second 

features Patrick Cassidy, kneeling, teaches 

basic Jujitsu moves to service personnel in Iraq. 

There is one photo in the article that features Linda 

Dummars, who has been singing for “as long as [she] can 

remember,” sings at her workstation at DCMA headquarters. 

(Photo by Dianne Ryder, DCMA Public Affairs) 

one man makes a difference.Sharing her gift 
with the rest of 
the world.

f e a t u r e s

24

S UMMER      2 0 0 8                                                                                                                                    W W W . D C M A . M I L

By Ann Jensis-Dale, 
DCMA Public Affairs

P
atrick Cassidy is not one to 
sit still for very long. Just 
ask his girlfriend, Kymberly 
Duarte, or his friends 
and coworkers at Defense 
Contract Management 

Agency Hartford. According to 
them, he is a man on the move. 

Cassidy volunteered for a 
contingency contracting 
administrative services deployment 
to Iraq in February and will be 
there until August. “He felt a 
strong desire to help our troops in 
any way he can,” said Duarte. 

Prior to his deployment, he received 
a promotion as a management 
analyst and transferred to DCMA 
Hartford from his position as a 
quality assurance specialist at 
DCMA Aircraft Propulsion Office 
Pratt & Whitney. Although his 
workday is long, Cassidy felt he 
could still do something more for 
the men and women serving in Iraq. 

He holds a fourth degree black belt 
in Jujitsu and decided to offer 

basic training classes 
for anyone who was 
interested. Following 
his first class, word 
spread among the 
troops and subsequent 
classes quickly grew in size. Now 
fondly referred to as the “Hammer 
Jammer,” Cassidy teaches 
techniques that are useful in any 
combat situation. 

“[Cassidy] is teaching the troops the 
basics of Jujitsu, but what he teaches 
can save their lives,” said Duarte. “If 
they are shot at, they will know how 
to fall swiftly and safely in a dive 
roll; if they are captured and taken 
from behind, they will learn how, 
with the littlest pressure, they can 
finagle their way out of a hold and 
put the enemy in a hold under their 
control,” she continued. 

According to Duarte, word about 
Cassidy’s Jujitsu training continues 

to spread through military bases 
in Iraq. Commanding officers 
at nearby camps are exploring 
training classes with Cassidy for 
their personnel. 

Now fondly referred to as the “Hammer Jammer,” Cassidy teaches techniques that are useful in any combat situation. Patrick Cassidy, kneeling, teaches 
basic Jujitsu moves to service 
personnel in Iraq. 

 ne  an  aking      i f ference

Patrick Cassidy, right, DCMA Aircraft 

Propulsion Office Pratt & Whitney and DCMA 

Hartford, is currently serving on a contingency 

contracting administrative services 

deployment to Iraq, where he’s teaching basic 

Jujitsu classes.

By Dianne Ryder, 
Editor in Chief
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L
inda Dummars is a program 
analyst in the Defense 
Contract Management 
Agency’s Resource and 
Organization Management 
Team, and those who have 

worked with her know she has a 
ready smile and helpful attitude. 
But unless you’ve attended events 
like the recent National Day of 
Prayer observance or various 
retirement ceremonies, you may 
not know her true talent is singing. 

Dummars has been with DCMA 
headquarters since December 2006 
but has actually had 13 years of 
combined military and civilian 
service. As to how long she has 
been singing, Dummars says, “as 
long as I can remember.” 

Her desire to develop her gift has 
led to the production of a compact 
disc of inspirational music. “My 
love for music and ministry is what 
propelled me to want to spread 
the word, to encourage and inspire 
others through song — that’s my 
gift, and that’s the way I wanted to 
share it with the rest of the world.” 

Dummars has worked with 
producers in the past but when 
asked about “connections,” she says, 
“Interestingly enough, I’ve always 
met [producers] through friends, 
associates, church members — I 

never had to seek out anyone, it 
has just fallen into place, and that’s 
how I know it has been ordained 
to happen — not so much in my 
timing or as quickly as I’d liked it to 
have happened.”

A couple years ago, when friends 
at her church in South Carolina 
urged Dummars to distribute a CD, 
she did so and sold a few hundred 
copies. Nevertheless, Dummars 
would like to “complete” the 
compilation, as the current CD has 
only seven selections of what she 
describes as “heart songs, or songs 
that inspire and generate hope.” 

“I want it to have mass 
distribution,” said Dummars, “and 

if you’re paying the same price for 
my CD as somebody else’s, I think 
the quality should be just as good.” 
Since Dummars has sung at many 
weddings before, her friends 
wonder whether she will sing at 
her own upcoming nuptials in 
August. “Not at the wedding … 
because everyone probably expects 
that I will, but I wanted to change 
it up a little bit, and my groom 
doesn’t even know, but I’ll be 
singing at the reception — so it’ll 
be a surprise performance.” 

You can keep up with further 
news on Dummars via her social 
network page: www.myspace.
com/lindadummars.
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Linda Dummars, who has 
been singing for “as long as 
[she] can remember,” sings 
at her workstation at DCMA 
headquarters. (Photo by Dianne 
Ryder, DCMA Public Affairs) 

 haring  er  i f t  i th  he      
 est  f  he  orld

W W W . D C M A . M I L                                                                                                                                   S UMMER      2 0 0 8




