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Gen. Cody Visits Sikorsky Aircraft 
AUG. 16 – Vice Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Richard A. Cody, third from left, 
visited Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., Stratford, Conn., to deliver a message about the 
fielding schedule for the UH-60M helicopter. Cody and Army Brig. Gen. Stephen 
D. Mundt, far right, Army Aviation Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff director, 
G-3/5/7, made a site visit that included a tour, briefings and an opportunity for 
Cody to address the Sikorsky workforce. Cody, speaking from a workstand on the 
final assembly line, emphasized the importance of meeting the first unit equipped 
and full operational capability dates within the UH-60M’s fielding schedule. 
He lauded the current Black Hawk’s performance in the war on terrorism and 
commended the patriotism and zeal of Sikorsky employees. Sikorsky officials 
appreciated the tight timeline, but they understood the message about meeting 
the production schedule. Navy Capt. Louis M. Borno, third from right, DCMA 
Sikorsky Aircraft commander, accompanied the visitors. “This kind of visit 
keeps Sikorsky and its employees aware of the urgent need to deliver a quality 
product on schedule to the warfighter,” he said. Also present for the visit and 

tour were Army Col. Neil Thurgood, left, utility helicopters program manager; Doug Shidler, second 
from left, acting senior vice president of U.S. government programs, Sikorsky; and Jeff Pino, second from right, 
Sikorsky president. (By Walt Zaborowski, contract administrator, DCMA Sikorsky; photo courtesy of  
Sikorsky Aircraft Corp.)

2007 Defense Industrial Base Critical  
Infrastructure Conference  
AUG. 28-30 – The DCMA Industrial Analysis Center hosted the defense 
industrial base critical infrastructure conference at the Naval Amphibious 
Base, Coronado Island, Calif. The conference theme was “Building a 
Resilient Defense Industrial Base” and attendees included group leaders, 
customer liaison representatives, liaison officers, industrial analysis 
managers and military Reservists. The three-day conference included 
presentations from DCMA’s senior leadership team as well as the 
National Guard Bureau and the West Virginia National Guard. An 
industry panel, including representatives from Raytheon, Northrop 
Grumman, General Dynamics and BAE Systems, addressed their 
relationships with the defense industrial base and the work they’re 
doing with the critical infrastructure protection — mission assurance 
assessments program. The IAC staff led breakout sessions covering 
industrial capabilities assessments, industry surge analysis, technology 
industrial base analysis, the defense critical infrastructure program and the defense industrial 
base. Other highlights from the conference included a financial analysis center overview and economic overview 
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by IAC staff and a DCMA division panel, comprising division deputy directors from the Aeronautical, Space and 
Missiles, Ground Systems and Munitions, and Naval Sea Systems Divisions. The conference was highly praised by 
the more than 120 attendees. A similar conference is planned for next fiscal year. Briefings from the conference are 
available on the DCMA home page at www.dcma.mil. (By Julia Wyant, DCMA Public Affairs) 

Ann Kelly Honored for 40 Years of Service  
SEPT. 12 – Ann Kelly, right, DCMA Special Programs quality assurance 
representative, was formally recognized upon her retirement by Missouri 
Gov. Matt Blunt, left, at the Missouri Capitol Building in Jefferson City. 
Kelly, whose government service spans 40 years, received a proclamation 
from the governor thanking her for her committed and dedicated 
service to both the country and the state of Missouri. In addition to the 
proclamation, Kelly received a letter of congratulations from President 
and Mrs. George W. Bush; a congratulatory letter and coin from DCMA 
Acting Director Keith Ernst; a DCMA Civilian Career Service Award 
from Special Programs Director Ronald J. Youngs; and verbal recognition 
from both DCMA Special Programs South Director James W. Norris and 
team members. Kelly was also honored for her government service in a 
later ceremony hosted by St. Louis Mayor Francis G. Slay, who declared 
Sept. 30, 2007, “Ann E. Kelly Day” throughout the city. Kelly began her 
government career with the Army Mobility Equipment Command just 

days after graduating from high school in 1967. Kelly completed her career serving as a quality 
assurance representative with DCMA Special Programs for the past 10 years.

DCMA Employee Gives Personal Reply to ‘Dear Soldier’ Letter  
OCTOBER – Army Maj. Rick Skeen, DCMA Northrop Grumman administrative 
contracting officer, visited Los Altos Brethren Elementary School in Long Beach, 
Calif., to personally thank fourth grader Katy Feller for her handwritten letter 
he received while in a military hospital bed recuperating from an illness during 
a deployment to Iraq. Skeen said he was feeling down due to both his illness 
and having to be away from his family. But, he recounted, as he read the letter 
he forgot about his own situation and felt better. It occurred to Skeen, after 
reading the letter, that Feller went to school near where he lived and worked. 
He made himself a promise to personally respond to the questions Feller posed 
in the letter. After arriving home from Iraq, Skeen arranged a surprise meeting 
with Feller and her classroom through the Los Altos Brethren Elementary 
School principal. The students were told that they were going to be visited 
by a servicemember but were not told of the tie Skeen had with Feller. Skeen 
began his visit by introducing himself and then pulling out the letter, reading it 
aloud to the class. After reading each of the questions posed in the letter Skeen 
would stop and direct each answer to Feller. Skeen concluded his visit by asking the class to “… continue 
to keep the soldiers that are still in harm’s way, both in Iraq and Afghanistan, in [their] thoughts and prayers so 
that they may come home to their families as [he] did.”
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