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By Anthony Coviello-Blinn
DCMA Raytheon IDS

Anthony “Tony” Parish, Defense
Contract Management Agency
quality assurance lead for Patriot
ground, is the recipient of the
Defense Contract Management
Agency’s 2009 Outstanding
Employee with a Disability
Award. He was awarded for his
performance as lead quality
assurance specialist on Raytheon’s
Patriot missile program and for his
deployment in Iraq from December
2007 through December 2008.

Parish’s efforts dramatically
reduced schedule delays for
hardware needed in the field,
ensuring on-time delivery. He also
has displayed excellent initiative
and provided outstanding teaming
and mentoring, thereby facilitating
improved team knowledge of quality
assurance and manufacturing
process control in support of the
Patriot missile program.

Parish’s performance
supporting the Patriot missile is
even more impressive considering
he never took a break after he
returned from serving in Iraq.

He volunteered to extend his
deployment from six months

to one year because of his
commitment to the mission and
his dedication to duty.

During his yearlong
deployment, Parish served as a
quality assurance representative
for the DCMA Theater-Wide
Contract Administration,
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International Zone, Baghdad,
Iraq. He also served at DCMA
Southern Iraq Logistics Civil

Augmentation Program and
: TWCA mission at Victory Base

Complex in Baghdad. Parish’s

: leadership and dedication to the
: mission proved vital to the success

of the effects-based contingency
contract administration mission

: in overseeing direct contracting

support provided to the

Multi-National Forces — Iraq
¢ Multinational Corps — Iraq and

Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Furthermore, Parish superbly

. trained and guided a team of
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contracting officer’s representatives
for TWCA contracts. He developed
training methodology and
surveillance activities, including
quality assurance surveillance
plans. He conducted quality
assurance audits on the Joint
Contingency Contracting Iraq/
Afghanistan commander’s number-
one priority: private security
companies that provide armed
convoy escort, perimeter guard
force and security escort teams.
The TWCA office efforts were
recognized by the commander of
the Multi-National Forces — Iraq
and the Government Accounting
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¢ Tony Parlsh, Defense Contract Management Agency quality assurance lead for Patriot

ground, poses for a picture in front of the National Police Special Training Academy
during his recent deployment. Parish’s leadership and dedication to the mission proved

: vital to the success of the effects-based contingency contract administration mission

in overseeing direct contracting support provided to the Multi-National Forces - Iraq
Multinational Corps - Iraq and Operation Iraqi Freedom. (Photos courtesy of Tony Parish)
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Office for teaming with Joint
Contracting Command Iraq/
Afghanistan and implementing
comprehensive contract
administration oversight on these
politically sensitive private security
company contracts.

Additionally, Parish established
DCMA-SI quality assurance
efforts in support of NATO’s
civilian police and training team
and special police development
division’s emergency response/
dignitary protection training and
base support operations at Camp
Dublin, Iraq. His daily oversight

helped ensure availability of critical

services, such as quick reaction
forces, medical evacuation and life
support for more than 1,000 Iraqi
military and special police officers,
4,500 detainees, Department of
Defense civilians and thousands of
U.S. military personnel.

Parish lost his left leg above
the knee in 1992 while serving in
the Navy as the result of medical
malpractice on active duty. Due to
proper controls not being in place,
there was a process breakdown,
resulting in this mistake. This
incident became the primary
motivating factor for becoming a
quality assurance specialist with
DCMA. “Contractors need to get
it right,” Parish said, “or there are
serious consequences to deal with.”

Losing his left leg has not
diminished Parish’s passion in the
least for performing his profession.
Quality assurance, risk mitigation
and process compliance are driving

WWW.DCMA.MIL

Tony Parish, Defense Contract Management Agency quality assurance lead for Patriot
ground, in front of the Hands of Victory Monument in Baghdad, Iraq, during his recent
deployement. Parish is the recipient of 2009 Outstanding Employee with a Disability
Award for his performance as the lead quality assurance specialist on the Patriot missile
program and for his deployment in Iraq from December 2007 through December 2008.

forces that are extremely
important to him. He desires to
hold contractors to their own
processes to minimize potential
adverse effects.

Parish is encouraged that the
leadership of DCMA recognizes
the work he does. He has found his
niche in federal service working
for DCMA. It has allowed him to
get back to his calibrating roots
from his days with the Navy and
working with weapons systems.
Working in the business of contract
compliance, Parish had identified
his strengths. He is grateful for
the opportunities that DCMA has
afforded him and his family.

According to those who work
closely with Parish, he continues

to overcome his disability daily

on his way to achieving lifelong

goals, including family, career

and dedicated service to our

nation. Parish’s coworkers say the
. professionalism and dedication

: with which he carries out his

. responsibilities serves as an

example for all other DCMA and

DoD employees.

Parish received the award at the

29th Annual DoD Disability Awards

Ceremony on Dec. 8 at the Hyatt

© Regency Hotel in Bethesda, Md.
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